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To which are annexed, 


Exact Copies of ſeveral valuable BILLS; 
V I Z. 
That for diſabling Penſioners from Utting and Voting; 
that for obliging all Proceedings at Law to be in the Englifþ 


Language, c. &c. &c. With a Copy of the Loxps PrRoTEsT 
on the 2d rejecting the PENSION BILL, | 


41170 
True State of the National Debt, provided or un- 


provided for by Parliament, as it ſtood the 31ft of December 
1729, and the 3ſt of December 1730, with the Produce of the 
linking Fund in that Year, and to the Payment of what Debts 
the ſaid Fund has been apply'd. | Ber. 


1 LIKEWISE 


An Account, ſhewing how the Montes given for the 
Service of the Year 1730 has been diſpos'd of, diſtinguiſh'd 
under the ſeveral Heads, until the 5th Day of February 1730-1, 
and the Parts thereof remaining unſatisfy'd, and the Deficiency 

- thereupon, A 

ALSO 


An Account of the Produce of the Land Taxes for 
the Years 1721, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, and 30; with 
the exact Charges of Intereſt, and other Deductions which 
have been made thereout, 
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PROCEEDINGS - 
1 nn ee 
SESSION of PARLIAMENT. 

r Es not only the Conſtitution of Great Britain in 
WE | HT but the Happineſs of eyery individual 
| Engliſhman, depends in a great Meaſure upon the 
Tranſactions oF tha Parliament, no Man can be 
too attentive to their Proceedings; and I believe 
the original Reaſon of the Votes of the Honour- 
„able Houſe of Commons being printed, was, That 
every Borough, City and County, might have timely Informa- 
tion of what Bills were before the Houſe, in order to their making 
proper Remonſtrances to their reſpective Repreſentatives, how 
oy ſhould - behave themſelves with Reſpect to every particular 


If this was the Deſign of publiſhing the Votes (as I imagine it 


* 


was) it ſhew'd the Wiſdom of our Anecſtors; but in order to ren. 

der their Care and Precautions more eff: ual, it were to be wiſh'd 

that, in all Debates which affect the Welfare of the Publick, au- 

thentick Liſts were to be publiſh'd of the Behaviour of every in- 

dividual Member, that whenever they happen'd to ſtand Candi- 
| A | | 
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dates again, the Electors being thoroughly apprized of their De- 
merits, might accordingly return or reject them. 

If that Were to be thẽ Caſe (as vnidoubtMly it ought ti be) and 
no ſecmt Influence, however weighty, were allow'd te prevail, I 
don't ii the leaſt queſtion but the Borough of Heydon wou'd re- 
ject Mr; P—lt—xy with Diſgrace the very next Election; and 
the Inhabitants of Lynn Regis would ſtrive with commendable 
Emulation who ſhow'd be the foremoſt to vote for Sir R le, 
as they*have conſtantly done hitherto, to their immortal Honour. 

When it was the Cuſtom for Parliaments to be annual ſorry 
am I it 1s not the Cuſtom ſtill) the being deceiv'd in the Choice 
of a Repreſentative, or even the chooſing one that was unwor- 
thy, though it was always undoubtedly of great Importance, yet was 
not of ſuch infinite Conſequence as at preſent ; beſides, the Mem- 
bers being to be elected anew every Year, and being to ſit for ſuch 
a very ſhort Time, it was a fort of Security to their Electors for 

their good Behaviour, ſince otherwiſe they muſt never have ex- 
pected to be choſen again. 1 „ 
When Parliaments were triennial, the Caſe indeed was ſome- 
thing alter'd for the worſe; but even then a Party cou'd not be 
eaſily form'd the firſt Seſſion, by reaſon the Committee of Electi- 
ons rendered it uncertain whether the return'd Member wou'd be 
judg'd legally choſen; and as for the laſt Seſſion, the fear of not 
being elected the enſuing Parliament, was a Curb which reſtrain'd 
the Members from paſling any Bills which were flagrantly de- 
fructive of the publick Welfare, however conducive they might be to 
their own. private Intereſt, . e ee 
But the Septennial Parliament made in the Reign of King 
George I. of immortal Memory, has made an Alteration indeed in 
our Conſtitution, and advanced the Houſe of Commons to a State 
of Independency upon their Country, little inferior to the Houſe 
of Lords, ſince by the ſame Rule by which they continued 
themſelves for feven Years, they may, if they pleaſe; and God 
knows what may happen, continue themſelves for 279. For this 
Reaſon I ſhow'd have been greatly ſurpris'd how the Lords came to 
th Septennial Fill, bad not their rejecting another Bill of equal 
| Importance the two laſt Seſtons, taught me not to be ſurpriz'd at any 
thizg.” | ed, nd, > $68 M*.-L11 
. This brings into my Head a Story of King Janes I. which may 
Hot be difagreeable to fome of my Readers, although I dare not 
venture to flatter myſelf, that all of them will like it: However, 
they muſt take it as it is, for I did not make jt. This Prince 
coming to the Crown after the Demiſe of the glorious © neen Kli- 
zabetb, and not being perfectly acquainted with the Engliſh Con- 
fitution, ask'd fome. Conrtiers, who were ſent to Edinburgh to in- 


vite 


(5) 
vite him into England, amongſt other Things, Do I make the F udges ? 
Yes, an't pleaſe. your Majeſty; And do I make the Biſhops? Yes, 
«Then, ſaid he, I will baue what Law, and what * Ipleaſe. 

Whether this might be the Reaſon, in the ſucceeding Reign, 
of the Houſe of Commons beingſo averſe. to Biſhops, that. they 
wou'd not have allow'd them to fit in Parliament, I won't pretend 
to determine; but if it was, I will venture to ſay, the Fault was 
in the Biſhops themſelves, and they had not ſo much Underſtand- 
ing as in the preſent bleſſed Age (perhaps they did not keep a 
good Cotreſpondence with the Feaſury); if they had, they might 
have palsd- Bills or rejected Bills, or even have Speech'd againſt 
Bills for preventing Corruption, yet never have incurr'd. the Diſ- 
pleaſure of that moſt honourable Houſe. 5 | 

But to return from whence I have digreſs'd: What Opinion our 
Anceſtors (and they were no Fools) had of: the Office of Mem- 
ber of Parliament, we may gather from hence, that they paid 
them ſo much per diem for their Trouble; and it: was ſo far from 
being a deſireable Office till of late Years, when ſecret Influence, 
as well as ſecret Service, came in play, that any one wou'd have 
been glad to have been excuſed. vs 
But then indeed I muſt confeſs, that half a Dozen new Treaties 
in half a Dozen Lears, wou'd not have been eaſily digeſted, that 
a Treaty that leaves all our Poſſeſſions precarious,, wou'd never 
Haye been endured; that a Mini ſſer ho defends the Public to ag- 
grandize his Family, wow'd have beenſcallid to a ſevere Account; that 
115, 00 1: ſwallowed at one Gulp, wou'd have gone damnably againſt 
.the Grain; and neither a Chancellor of the Exchequer, or a Firſt 
Lord Commiſſioner of the Treaſury; wou'd have dared to trifle with 
the Rage of an anjnr'd People, or to have advisd: Spithead or Veft- 
India PADLOCK: Expeditions. No; the Lives of two brave Ad- 
mirals, and 1000 Sailors, wou'd then have been valued more than 
that of any roguiſh Stateſman in Chriſtendom, and the Honour of 
the Nation conſulted before the Safety of a M—-r ; but Tempora 
'mutantur, -& nos mutamur in 1llis. | L509 = 
 By'theby 31 whilſt Jam upon the Article of. 1000. Sailors, I 
['much/queſtion-whether they wou'd not have been maintain'd at, a 
leſſer Ex pence, and have been a greater Safeguard to Great Bri- 
[tain (whatever they might: be to ſome other Places) than 12000 
 Heftans , but of that more hereafter. ' | 
And here I cap't help congratulating my Countrymen upon the 
Imnprovements they have'madein point of Manners of late Years; 
N, rt u ſed formerly to be efteem'd-the moſt polite and 
+Seff bred'Coutd in the Univerſe; and as for ys; we were counted 
F ſavage; that Horace, dont miſtake me, I don't mean H— ce 
e, was pleas d ta:call. us Bratemngs Hoſpitibus feros; but 
CI : now 
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now thank H- we are ſo much chang'd for the better (o what 
we were, even ſo lately as in the Days of that Clown, Fobn. Duke 
of Marlborongh, who uſed to beat the French intd good Manyers, 
that rather than quarrel with our good Neighbours Ba... Met, 
North or South, we will grant them any Trifle. they are plcas d Ei- 
ther to deſire or take. | ge Dat wn 16 


* 


Thus, tho! the Demolition of Dunkirk, and the ſecuring the 
Poſſeſlion of Dunkirk and Port Mabon were allow'd by ſome Gen- 
tlemen, who clamour'd againſt the Peace of Utreabt, to be great 
Advantages, and indeed the only Advantages we reap'd by that 
Peace, yet a certain Perſon who ſhall. be nameleſs, was pleas'd to 
hint at ſurrendring the one for an Equivalent, and to connive at 
the Reparation of the other. „ ie 314% 

As for Santa Lucia, I ſhall not mention that; for who the Devil 
wou'd be reproach'd in theſe polite Times with quarrelling for a 
Paltry land, as the Athenians are by Dean Swift, for iquarre> 
ling with PerIcLes for a few Paltry Accounts? As to Trade, 
tho” that may ſeem” of ſome Importance to the: Cayallie, the 
Bourgeoiſſe, yet what is that amongſt Gentlemen? For this 
Reaſon, I ſuppoſe, two Offend Ships are allow'd to be ſent to the 
Tadies, of what Meaſure the Emperor pleaſes, when he pleaſes, to 
return when he pleaſes, and their Goods that are brought back 
to be fold when he pleaſes. As there is Money enough in Great 
much troubled about the Delivery of the Effects of the Flotille, 

or the Deficiencies that may ariſe upon that Delivery; and as 
for Satisfaction being made to our Merchants, thank Heaven, 
they want none, and Trade flouriſhes; why are not old Sit Gt 
H——e and Sir F— » E— worth above 3 Plumbs apiege by the 
beneficial Trade of Stock-jobbing? What then ſignifies the Trade 
to Spain, the Veſt Indies, or the Levant? 88-0091, 18 eic 

But, as the Hy- Doctor ſays, I am almoſt ſick of Politicks and 
myſelf, wherefore I will haſten towards a Concluſion, and only 

examine impartially of what Service the Heſtan Forces can be to 
Great Britain, how they came to be firſt taken into Pay, and wh 

by the Wiſtlom of a Majority they are ſtill continued, althoug 

we never yet were in a State of Warfare with his Imperial Ma- 
jeſty. Firſt then, as near as I can remember, they were taken 
into Pay on Account of Ripperda's Treaty of Vienna, for the Secu- 
rity of the Dominions of Great Britain, if the Emperor 


with bis formidable Fleet ſhould think fit to invade them, or Spain 
ſhould ſend another Armada againſt us, in which Caſe they were 
all ready provided with Cork Shooes and Swimming Gira les, to have 
march'd over the Ocean to our Aſſiſtance. This at once ſhews 
what Service they are to Great Britain, and why they were ay in 
8 in 


openly, and come to a Rupture with us, it was thought proper ta 
keep them, being near at Hand, in readineſs to fly to our AR 
ance. | 

But I had forgot, and muſt beg leave to treſpaſs upon my Rea- 
der's Patience for another Article, and that is, to inquire how the 
Penſion Bill came to be rejected by a Reverend Bench, who moſt 
certainly have the Intereft of their Country very near at Heart. I 
muſt beg leave to anſwer this, becauſe ſome di ſaffeded Scoundrels 
have thought fit to miſrepreſent thoſe worthy Prelates, as lying 
under a malignant Influence. 

To clear up the Matter then; the learned Gentlemen who were 
for rejecting this Bill, were pl to lay, that it is not conſiſtent 
with the King's Dignity to difable thoſe upon whom his Majeſty 
thinks fit to confer his Faveurs from fitting in the Houſe of Com- 
mons; that it is in Effect telling him, that his Friends are not fit 
to be truſted, and that there i no Reaſon that becauſe a Gentle- 
man has been rewarded for ſerving his Country, he ſhou'd be ren- 
der'd incapable of ſerving it any longer, | 

Beſides, ſay they, they wou'd be rendering the Houſe of Com- 
mons independent of the Crown, and that is not agreeable to the 
Conſtitution of Great Britain, and may one Time or other produce 
very miſchievous Conſequences. ' The Hyp-Doctor Number X, 
ſays, Totidem verbis, that the Penſion Bill was modeſtly telling the 
King, that thoſe whom he judg'd his beſt Friends, deſery'd to be 
turn d out of the Honſe , thus the ſacred Name of his Majeſty is 
brought into the Diſpute to make any Anſwer impracticable : He 
adds, that the Engliſh Parliament originally conſiſted of none but 

ners. | 

I thank him. for this Information ; I muſt confeſs I did not 
know that the Allowance paid by each Borough to its Repreſen- 
tatives to defray their Expences, was to be deem'd a Penſion ; and 
1 always thought that the Iudependency of the Parliament upon the 
Crown, was the only Security the People of England had for 
their Liberties; for whether a Prince be abſolute by Rimſelf, or 
whether he be ſo by the Dependency of the Parliament, in my 
humble Opinion the Freedom of the Subject is effectually 
deſtroy'd, | | To | 


. 


There 


There is, no body, I believe; will maintain, that the French are 
a4 RAT | 4 C> m7 = | = —_— * 732 ; ” # 
a Free People, and 8 have their Parliaments as well as tlie 
People of Great Britain; But there is no Poſition fo abſurd, which 
ſome” Perſons will not venture to maintain, provided they can 


go t any thing by it, and are well paid for it; wherefore, - as Fi ch 
Jentry are incorrigible, and not to be convinc'd by Reaſon, I ſhall 


leave them for the future to proſtitute their Pens as they 
W a 
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The Lords P R OT ES ST. 


On the Second Rejeftng | de Ponfom Bill: 
To which is 5 A, Cop y of the ſaid Bill, and 
their Reaſons (now refer 4 0 nt rejevtin 
It laſt Tear. | 


Die 1 240 e, 1730.7 py (Hy 
H 2da_ vice lecła eſt - Billa, An Act for making more 


Wo, eo 


effectual the Laws in being, for diſabling Perſons from 
being choſen Members of, or Piesle in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, who have any Penſion during ure, or for any Number 
of Years, or any Offices holden 3 ja t | for Cows by;obliging 
Perſons hereafter to be choſen to ſerve for the Comm Commons in n Parlia- 
ment, to take the Oath therein mentioned. T Io 5 
Propoſed to commit the Bill. eie TE TREES 
After long Debate, 5 

The 8 Was put, Whether the ſaid Zi fhoula be « com- 
mitte = 

It was reſolved. in the Negative. FT 

Then the Queſtion was put, Whether the ſaid Bill moule be 
een | 
It was reſolved i in the Affirmative. 
|; Difſentions ; 

Ecauſe the Reaſons which were cel on our ur Journals laſt 

Seſſion for the Commitment, and againſt the Rejection of 
this Bill, can, in our judgment, dave nothing of Weight ſaid 
againſt them, aswe think they want little to be a ded to 84 tho? 

- = ſeem to us to be ſtrengthened on this Occaſion, leſt 4 * ſe- 
cond Refuſal to concur with the Houſe of Commons, in what 
ſolely regards their own Members, and without any Arguments 
offer d to them in a Parliamentary way. oe that Refuſal, ſhould 
be look'd upon by them as unkind, if not an un recedented 
Treatment, and ſhould, in the Opinion of many diſintereſted 
Lovers of: our ancient Frame of Government, too juſtly create in 
them a Reſentment that might interrupt the Harmony between 
the two Houſes, which is neceſſary for carrying on the moſt im- 
portant Affairs of the Nation. 

2. Becauſe the Commons ſeem'd to think this Bill is wanted, 
and we are perſwaded it is earneſtly deſired by the People, and ſo 
wiſely contrived, by a ſolemn and ſtrict Oath of Purgation, to 
_ againſt ſecret rruption in that Place, where, if ever it ſhould 

prevalent, its Conſequences Wo be moſt pernious and _ 

ve 
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five, that we fear we ſhould be expoſed to ſome uncharitable Suſ- 
picious, if we did not in this moſt authentick manner the Con- 
ſtitution of Parliament allow, from a becoming Zeal to hin- 
der the Infection of ſo miſchievous an Evil from ſ preading among 
others, give an undeniable Proof that we are untainted with it 
- ourſelves. | © 29297 WE 39: 1 f 
3. Becauſe a Member of Parliament, who is not aſham'd to 
accept a Gratuity for any Service which he is aſham'd publickl 
to avow, muſt be conſcious to himſelf (as we fear) that he 1s 
guilty of an immoral Action, and therefore we conceive ourſelves 
not only obliged in Policy, but in Conſcience, to yield our A 
fent to a Bill, that, as far as we conld apprehend upon the m 
mature and ſerious Reflection, contains a proper Expedient in this 
limited Monarchy, to preſerve both the Innocence and Indepen- 
dency of elected Lepiſlators, and that we had reaſonable Hopes 
would, in a great'Meafure, Have Yrevented the Danger of an in- 
famous Breach of a Traſt of the higheft Nature, repoſed in every 
fingle Member of the lower Houſe, for the Benefit of the whole 
Community, which we think a Crime ought to be dreaded by us, 
as good Patriots, and that we are bound to abhor, as Sincere 
Chriſtians. © I . | 9 Nn 
7] 7 Becauſe we cannot but with Grief of Heart lament the Loſs 
of that Opportunity, which, by enacting this Bill into a Law, we 
aſſure our ſelves his Majeſty would have embraced with particular 
Satisfaction, of demonſtrating to all his Subjects, that he is inca- 
pable of ſuffering an improper Uſe to be made, by any of his 
Servants, Ke 1772 Revenue, which a Parliament liberal be- 
yond any Example of their Predeceſſors, ſo chearfully gave him 
or of emer tanning thy leaft Thought himſelf to the Prejudice of 
the Liberties or Properties of his People, by any unjuſtifiable In- 
Hacnce:on ther Repreſentatives, <7 oP T7 1HSnt 151 


- * 


Berkfrire _ Gower Warrington Briſtol 


Bruce Abergaueny Aylesford Coventry, © 
Plymouth _ Willoughby de Br. Abington ' Bridgewater 
e * Mood" Roe 

oY Northampton Bathurſt Of. and Mortim. 


Gainsborough Thanet  Cadogm © Ancaſter Gr. Cha. 
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Oath therein mentioned, 


May it pleaſe Your moſt Excellent Majeſty, - 

HAT it may be Enacted, and be it Enacted by the King's 
1 moſt excellent Majeſty, by and with the Advice and Con- 
ſent of the Lards Spiwritgal and Temporal, and Commons in this 
preſent Parliament aſſembled; and by the Authority of the ſame, 
That from and after the 24th Nay of June, 1731, no Perſon who 
ſhall be elected a Member to ſerve in the Houſe of Commons, 
Mall vote or ſit in the ſaid Houſe, duxing any Debate there, after 
their Speaker is choſen, until ſueh Member ſhall from Time to 
Time, and in Manner following, firſt take thy Qath herein after 
mentioned, and ſubſcribe the ſume in à Parchment Roll, to be 
provided by the Clerk of the Houſe of Commons for that Pur- 

„ VR. | Si in ee. 5 3 


IA Z. do. ſolemnly and fincerely ſirgar, that I have nat directly or 
indiredly, any Penſion during Pleaſure, or for any Number of Tears, 
from the Crown, nor any. 0 ce in Part, or in the whole, from the 
Crown, beld for me, or for my Benefit, by any Perſon whatſo- 
ever: And 1 do ſolemnly and fincerely promiſe and ſwear, that I 
will not receive, accept, or take diredly or indirealy, daring the time 
of my. being. a jk. of this Parliament, any Penfion during Plea- 
ſure, or fon any Number gf Tears, or any other Gratuity or Reward 
vbat ſoever, or any Office from the Crown, to be held for me, or for 
my Benefit in Burt, or in the Whole thereof by any Perſon whatſoever, 
without ſignifying the ſame to this Houſe, within fourteen Days after 
I have received or accepted the ſame, if the Parliament be then ſitting, 
ar within Fourteen Days after the next Meeting of the Purlianent. 
8q help me G do. 25711 | 
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-- »>Which ſaid Oath ſhall: be in this and every ſucceeding Parlia- 
ment, ſolemnly and publickly taken and ſubſcribed by every 
ſuch Member of the Houſe of Commons, at the Table in the 
middle of the ſaid Houſe, at the ſame time that he takes the 
other Oaths by Law directed to be taken, whilſt a full Houle of 
Commons is there duly ſitting with their Speaker in his Chair. 
And be it further enacted, that if any Member ſo taking the 
Oath, and ſubſcribing as before directed, ſhall, at the time of 
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taking the ſaid Oath, have any. Penſion during Pleaſure, or for 
any Number of - Years, or any Office from the Crown, in Part, or 
in the whole, held in Truft for him, or for his Benefit, or ſhall, 
during his being a Member of Parliament, accept, receive, or 
take the Penſion during Pleaſure, * or für any Nnmber of 
Years, or any other Gratuity or Reward whitſbever, any Of- 
fice in Part, or in the whole, to be held for him, or for his 
Benefit, from the Crown, without ſignifying the ſame to the 
Houſe, as aforeſaid, ſuch Member ſhall be, and is hereby adjudged 
and declared to be guilty of Wilful and Corrupt Perjury, and be- 
ing thereof convicted by due Courſe. of Law, * ſhall incur and ſuf- 
fer the Pains and Penalties which by the Laws and Statutes of this 
Realm are inflicted in Caſes of wilful and corrupt Perjury, and 
ſhall from thenceforth be incapable of taking, or enjoying any 
Office whatſoever. © 97 9%, 
And be it further enacted, that if any Member elected as afore- 
ſaid, ſhall refuſe or negle& to ſubſcribe the Oath as before di- 
rected, the Place for which ſuch Member was elected, is hereby, 
without any other Conviction or Proceeding, declared void to all 
Intents and Purpoſes, as if ſuch Member was naturally dead. 
And be it further Enacted, That in Caſe any Member ſhall pre- 
{ume to fit or vote in the Houſe of Commons, after the Speaker 
is choſen, without taking and ſubſcribing the "Oath herein before 
mentioned, ſuch Member ſhall forfeit" the Sum of Thirty Pounds 
for each Day he 'ſhall'ſit and vote as aforefaid, to be recovered 
and received, with full Coſts of Suit, by him or them, who ſhall 
ſue for the ſame, and to be proſecuted by any Action, Suit-Bill, 
Plaint, or Information, in any of his Majeſty's Courts of Record 
at Weſtminſter, wherein no Eſſoign, Protection, Wager of Law, 
or more than one Imparlance, ſnhall be admitted or allowed; and 
ſhall from thenceforth be incapable of taking, holding, or enjoy- 
ing any Office or Employment of Profit or Truſt under his Maje- 
Ry, his Heirs or Succeſſors. n ST 
Provided always, and it is hereby declared and enacted by 
the Authority aforefaid, that no Perſon ſhall be made liable to 
any Diſability, Incapacity, Forfeiture or Penalty by this Act laid or 
impoſed, unleſs Proſecution be commenced within one Year next 
after the Diſſolution, or other Determination of the Parliament 
in which ſuch Diſability, Tncapacity, Forfeiture, or Penalty ſhall 
be incurr'd; or, in caſe of a Proſecution, unleſs the ſame be car- 
ried on without wilful Delay, any thing herein contained to the 
TEINS, - 07 22170 WEL To B74 1 1961] 
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The Reaſons given by the Lords againſt rejecting 


- 


the Bill laſt Year. 


Dri⸗ Sabbati 21mo Martii, 1729 , 
"FJ ODIE 24a vice le&a off Billa, entitled, Au Ad for making 
1 more effectual the Laws in Being, for diſabling Perſons from 
being choſen Members, or Sitting or Voting in the Houſe of Commons, 
who have any Penfion during Pleaſure, or for any Number of Tears 
or any Offices bolden in Truft for them, by obliging all Perſons bereaf- 


ter to be choſen, to ſerve for the Commons in Parliament, to take the 
Oath therein mentioned. | 
Propos'd to commit the Bill. 
After a long Debate thereupon. - | 
The Queſtion was put, Whether this Bill ſhall be committed? 
It was reſolved in the Negative. 
Diſſentient Fs . 
1. Becauſe all Objections againſt particular Cauſes or Expreſſi- 
ons in the Bill, would have been regularly the Subjects of Debate 
in a Committee, and might have been removed, if it ſnould have 
appeared neceſſary, by making ſuch Amendments to the Bill, as 
the Wiſdom of the Houſe ſnhould have thought proper. 
2. Becauſe we conceive the general Deſign of this Bill to be 
highly reaſonable, and of the greateſt Importance to the Conſtitu- 
tion of Parliaments, and are therefore extreamly concern'd, it 
ſhould not receive even the Countenance of a Commitment, when 
the Houſe of Commons, who alone would have been immediatel 
affected by it, had paſs'd it, and, as we apprehend, with ſo m 
Regard to their Country, and ſo much Honour to themſelves. 
3 Becauſe this Bill does, in Effect, enact nothing new, ſince 
it only enforces the Obſervation, and prevents the Evaſions of 
former Laws, which were judg'd neceſſary for the publick Good, 
by ſo many Parliaments, and which we do not apprehend, that 
our Experienee ſince, has given us Reaſon to look upon as leſs 
neceſſary for the fame Purpoſes at this Time. By one of theſe 
Laws, no Perſon who has a Penſion from the Crown during Plea- 
ſure, can fit in the Houſe of Commons; but the Effect of this 
Law was, or might have been evaded in great meaſure, by Grants 
of Penſion for certain Terms of Years, whereof we preſume that 
Examples have not been wanting. To remedy, or prevent this 
Abuſe, it was enacted by another Law, That no Perſon who en- 
joys a Penſion from the Crown for any Number of Years, ſhall fit 
in the Houſe of Commons, under certain Penalties therein men- 
tioned; but the Effect of this Law, likewiſe is, or may be, 
entirely evaded ſeveral Ways. It is, or may be, evaded, by giv- 
| | 10g 
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ing occaſional Gratuities, or making annual Preſents, which will 
not be conſtrued to fall under the Denomination of Penſions, and 
which are known in their Nature, and muſt be in their Effect, 
- manifeſtly the ſame, It is, or may be evaded alſo, by the Difh- 
culty of diſcovering and convicting thoſe who preſume to break 
It, ſince there is Ground to believe, by what has happened lately 
in this Honſe, as well as on ſome other Occaſions, had the Com- 

mons would find it difficult to obtain theſe Accounts, which can 

only ſhew what Penſions are paid to particular Perſons. We ob- 

ſerve farther, that by the Laws now in Force, all thoſe who hold 
certain Offices therein ſpecified, as well as all thoſe who hold any 
Offices erected ſince that Time, are made incapable of fitting in 
the Houſe of Commons; and that-whoſoever accepts of any Of- 
fice or Employment under the Crown, cannot fit in that Houſe, 
till he has been re-ele&ed, Now, it appears to us, that all thoſe 
good and laudable Proviſions, may be rendered (uſeleſs) fruitleſs; 
that the Houſe of Commons may be fill'd with Perſons who are by 
Law incapable of ſitting there, that the Electors may be de- 
prived of that reaſonable Option which the Law has given them, 
whether they will truſt the ſame Perſon to repreſent them after 
he has accepted an Employment, whom they elected to repreſent 
them when he had none; and that all this may be effected by the 
ſingle Expedient of getting an Office or Employment to be held 
by ſome Perſon who is not a Member of the Houſe of Commons, 
in Truſt for who is. We ſhall not determine on publick Fame, 
or private Suſpicion, whether all, or ſome of theſe Abuſes and 

Evaſions of ſo many Acts of Parliament have prevailed, or not; 
but ſince it is evident, that they may be eaſily 1ntroduc'd under a 
corrupt Adminiſtration, we muſt be of Opinion, that a Law 
-which would prevent them as effectually, as we believe the Bill 
ſent up by the Commons would have done, could not have met 
with too great Encouragement from this Houſe, nor have been 
paſſed too ſoon. | . þ vel 
44. Becauſe it appears to us, that the Arguments againſt this 
Bill, drawn from the Neceſſity of Expediency of preſerving an 
Influence to the Crown, by the Power of rewarding, are either 
not at all to the preſent Purpoſe, or elſe are . e to prove, that 
an Influence guarded againſt by ſo many ſolemn Acts of Par- 
liament. . hould be admitted by the Connivance of Parlia- 
ment. And we think it would be much more for the Honour of 
this Houſe, if theſe Arguments were of real Weight, to be pre- 
vailed upon by them, directly to repeal the Laws above-mentio- 
ned, than by rejecting a Bill deſign'd to render theſe Laws ef- 
fectual, toſeem, as we apprehend, to approve all the Evaſions of 
them wich have been, or can be invented, or put in „ 

| 5. Be- 
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5. Becauſe we think, that altho' this Bill tends to reſtrain any 
illegal and dangerous Influence over the Houſe of Commons, yet 
it leaves ſuch an Influence intire to the Crown, as will appear at 
leaſt ſufficient, when we conſider, that there are in the preſent 
Houſe of Commons hardly leſs than Two hundred Members who 
hold ſuch Offices and Employments under the Crown, as would 
have continued to be tenable by them, if this Bill had paſſed, 
and even the Power of granting Penſions for Life to Members of 
Parliament openly, would have ftill remain'd in the Crown. _, 
- 6, Becauſe, ſtrictly ſpeaking, all influence over either Houſe 
of Parliament, except that which arifes from a Senſe of thoſe 
Duties we owe to our King, and to our Country, are improper ; . 
and the particular Influences which this Bill was intended to pre- 
vent, are not only improper, but may, and naturally muſt, in 
Courſe of 'Time, become extreamly pernicious, both to the Crown 
and to the People. For firſt, Altho* this Influence appears to be 
that of the Crown, it may become virtually that of the Miniſter, 
and be applied to deceive. the Prince, as well as to oppreſs the 
People; if ever a Se Miniſter ſhould have the Diſpoſition of 
Places, and the Diſtribution of Penſions, Gratuities, and Re- 
wards, he may create ſuch an Influence, as ſhall effectually de- 
prive the Prince of the great Advantage of ſhewing the true 
Senſe of his People. And a Houſe of Parliament being prevaild 
upon to approve ſuch Meaſures as the whole Nation diſlikes, ſo may 
be confirmd in the purſuit of them, and for the Sake of an un- 
worthy Servant, loſe the Affections of his People, . whilſt he ima- 
gines that he both deſerves and poſſeſſes them. In the next Place, 
if ever this improper Influence ſhould obtain a certain Degree of 
Strength, theſe terrible Conſequences muſt inevitably follow from 
it, That the worſt Propoſals for the Publick will be the moſt. 
likely to ſucceed, andthe weakeſt Miniſter will be the beſt ſup- 
Ported, The Reaſon whereof we take to be extreamly plain, 
ſince this improper Influence may be directed to any Purpoſe 
whatſoever, and will always be moſt expected where it 1s moſt 
wanted, in the Support of ill Meaſures, and weak Miniſters. 
7. Becauſe we agree, that as National, or other Services, have 
expos'd the Crown to any new Danger, the Security of Fidelity 
and Allegiance given by the Oaths of the Subjects to the Crown, 
has been increas d from Time to Time; and we therefore think, 
that, by a Parity of Reaſon, ſome greater Security than was for- 
merly exacted, ſhould be now given to the Nation by their Re- 
preſentatives, for a faithful Diſcharge of the Truſt repoſed in 
them, becauſe this Truſt, which is the ſame as it was in every 
other Reſpect, is come to be much greater than it was, in reſpect 


to 
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to thoſe heavy Taxes which have for many Years paſt, and which, 
as we fear, muſt be for all ſucceeding Times, annually laid by 
Parliament on the People, as well as to thoſe immenſe Debts 
which have been contracted, and which we apprehend to have 
\arinually increas'd upon the Nation. The Service of the Houſe 
of Commons was formerly a real Service, therefore often declin'd 
and always paid for by the People: It is now no longer paid for 
by the People; and yet, far from being declin'd, it has been 
courted and ſought after at great Expence. How far theſe Conſi- 
derations, together with that of the vaſt Increaſe of the Ci- 
vil-Liſt Revenue, and of the Debts contracted on it in former 
Reigns, deſerve to enforce the Reaſon for exacting ſome new and 
ſtrong Engagements from the Members of the Houſe of Commons, 
to thoſe whom they are choſen to repreſent, is we think, ſuffici- 
ently obvious. i 1 Stew 

8. Altho' it muſt be allowed, that the multiplying of Oaths 
without great and evident Reaſons, ought to be avoided, yet an 
'Oath being the moſt ſolemn Engagement which Men can be laid 
under, we judge it, on that very Account, the more proper to 
be impos'd, upon this important Occaſion, nor will the Probabi- 
lity of its being broke thro by the Iniquity of Mankind, be an 
Argument of great Force againſt the Bill, than againſt any other 
Law made for preventing any other Crime whatſoever.  _ 


-Huntingdon Foley Warrington Maſſam Oxford and 
Northampton Craven Abington Bruce Mortimer 
Bathurſt  Thanet Boyle Strafford Litchfield 
Sunderland Plymouth Hereford Beaufort Maynard 


Gower Mont joy Coventry Berkſhire Eriſtol. 
Aylesford Ker 5 ; 


Then the Queſtion was put, Whether the ſaid Bill ſhall be re- 
jected? re 
? It was reſolved in the Affirmative. - 
Liſſentient' l | | 
1. Becauſe the evident Intention of this Bill, was only to make 

a farther Advance towards gaining that good End, which the Le- 

iſlature hitherto has, we fear, too weakly endeavour'd to compaſs, 
ITbe Prevention of Corruption; which, it muſt be owned, is an 
Evil of ſo miſchievous a Nature, ſo apt to ſpread and grow epi- 
demica], that a wiſe and. virtuous People will apply the moſt 
timely and. moſt effectual Remedies that can be deviſed for the 
Cure of it; ſince a Nation once infected muſt ſoon get the better 
E * contagious a Diſtemper, or it will ſoon get the better of 
the Nation. | | 
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. - Becauſe weean hardly frame in our Minds a more reaſonable 
Method, | than the Sanction of ſuch an Oath of Purgation as was 
intended wo have been taken by all the Members of the Houſe or 

if this Bil had | of wake a Law, to preſerve that 
of the Legiſlatore pure and free from that kind of Briber 
ſeems frum he Nature of it to be the moſt Pernjclogs, a To Wes an 
-11avow'd Penſion ; or What, however different in Name, would, 
we fear, be too much the fame in Effect, an in Trüf, or 4 
clandeſtine Gratuity. - 

3. Becauſe the La of Parliament which 595 laſt Year, tho 
it contain d ſome excellent Proviſions againſt Bra 25 any 1 5 
tion, and ought, in our Opinion, ever to be held Sacred, I Fiel 

ble, and a T pg \Rart of our yet. free Canffitution, wanted 

ſtill ſomething, as we judge, to make it more compleat, b 
ids an Oath for ab the Elegied, as well as the bee I 

ng done y this Bill, we cannot but ta upon it to have been a 

— — neceſſary Addition to Laws wn J nated 
for the ſame Purpoſe, in order to 2 us of Nee a Tk 

the powerful and malignant. Influence of gant 
_ - Deſpotick Miniſters, who invent no Artufices el to 15 5 

the Liberties of the People, as by ens thoſe who are cho- 
ſen to defend them. 

4. Becauſe we ale rehend the Houſe of Commons may think 
tbenſalyes unkindly treated by us for rejecting a Bill ſent from 
them, of great 1 ·é[ͤ by Which they Jefien'd only to ſecure 
their own Honour, and-the Natipn's Li ne and that concerned 
only their own Members, without allowing it even the uſual 
— of a Commitment; and the reſt of our Fellow- Subjects, 
will we fear, hardly be charitable eno Wia to think, that one Houſe 
.of Parliament could be perfectly unbiaſſed, when it refus d ſo 
Proper an Expedient to make, in a great ans the other ſo. 
7 as or ena Nn of the Fratefing T as have, RR 
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aud i in the Court of Exchequer in Scot- 
— land, frall be in the En ghih Language. 


177, 1 ERE 4 8 many and great Miſchiefs do frequently hap- 

pen to the Subjects of this Kingdom, from the Proceedings 
in Courts of Juſtice being in a 1upknewn Language, thoſe who 
are II'S! and. impleaded, 8 having no Rnowledge or Un- 


derſtanding 
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derftanding of what is alledg'd for or againſt them, in the Pleadings 
of their Lawyers and Attorneys, who uſe a Character not legible to 
any but Perſons practiſing the Lac. 4 0366 12 
Io remedy theſe great Miſchiefs, and to protect the Lives and 
Fortunes of the Subjects of that Part of Great Britain called Eng- 
land, more effectually than heretofore, from the Peril of being 
enſnared and brought into Danger, by Forms and Proceedings in 
Courts of Juſtice in au unknown Languag, e be it enacted, by the 
King's moſt Excellent Majeſty, by and with the Advice and Con- 
ſent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons in Great 
Britain in Parliament aſſembled, and by the Authority of the 
Fame, That from and after the Twenty Fifth Day of March One 
Thonfand Seven Hundred and Thirty Three, all Writs, Proceſs, and 
Returns thereof, and Proceedings thereon, and all Pleadings, 
Rules, Orders, Indictments, Informations, Inquiſitions, Preſent- 
ments, Verdicts, Prohibitiens Certificates, and all Patents, Char- 
ters, Pardons, Commiſſions, Records, -Judgments, Statutes Recog- 
nizances, Bonds, Rolls, Entries, Fines 'and Recoveries, and all 
Proceedings relating thereunto: And all Proceedings of Courts- 
Leet, Courts- Baron, and Cuſtomary Courts, and all 8 there» 
of: And all Proceedings whatſoever in any Courts of Juſtice 
within that Part of Great-Britain called England, and in the Court 
of Exchequer in Scotland, and which concern the Law-and Admi- 
niftration of Juſtice, ſhall be in the Exgliſ Tongue and Language 
only, and not in Latin or French, or any other Tongue or Lan- 
guage whatſoever; and ſhall be written in ſuch a common legible 
and and Character as the Acts of Parliament are uſually ingroſ- 
ſed in, and the Lines and Words of the ſame to be written at 
leaſt as cloſe as the ſame Acts uſually are, and not in any Hand 
commonly called Court-Hand, and in Words at Length, and not 
abbreviated; any * Law, Cuſtem, or Uſage heretofore to the 
contrary thereof notwithſtanding. And alf and every Peiſon or 
Perſons oftending againſt this Act, ſhall, for every ſuch Offence, 
- forfeit and pay the Sum of Fifty Pounds to any Perſon who ſhall 
| ſue for the ſame by Action of Debt, Bill, Plaint or Information, 
in any of his Majeſty's Courts of Records in Weſtminſter. Hall, or 
Court of Exchequer, in Scotland reſpettively, Wheręin yo Efſoign, 
2 or Wager of Law, of Jed than one Irfiparlayibel hal 
be allowed. , lon Int a nN Foie 
And be it further enacted by the Authority afereluid. That 
Miſtranſlation, Variation in Form by Reaſon of Tranſlation, Miſ- 
pelling or Miſtake in Clerkſhips er Pleadings, 8 
or to be begun before the ſaid Twenty FiRN Da * of March, One 


ed 


Thouſand Seven Hundred and Thirty Three, being Part in Latin 


and Part in Exgliſs, ſhall be n Erker, no make void an Pro- 
Sei 4 | \ f any 
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ceedings by Reaſon thereof; but that all Manner of Miſtranſlati- 
on, Errors in Form, Miſpellings, Miſtakes in Clerkſhip, may, at 
any time be amended, whether in Paper, or on Record, or other- 
wile, before or after Judgment, upon Payment of reaſonable 
Cofts only, * 

Provided always, that nothing in this Act, nor any thing here- 
in contained, ſhall extend to certify ing beyond the Seas any Caſe 
or Proceedings in the Court of 3 but that in ſuch Caſes 
the Commiſſions and Proceedings may be certified in Latina as 
formerly they have been. 

And whereas ſeveral good and profitable Laws have been Enac- 
ted, to the Intent that the Parties in all manner of Actions and 
Demandsmight not be delayed and hindred from obtaining the Ef- 
fe& of their Suits after Iſſue tried, and 122 given, by Reaſon 
of any ſubtile, ignorant or defective Pleadinge, nor for any Defect 
in Form, commonly called Jeofailes, It is hereby Enacted and De- 
clared, That all and every Statute and Statues for the Reformation 
and Amending the Delays ariſing from any Jeofailes whatſoever, 
ſhall and may extend to all and every Form of Forms, and to all 
Proceedings in Courts of Juſtice (except in Criminal Caſes) when 
the Forms and Proceedings are in Engliſh, and that all and every 
Error and Miſtake whatſoever, which would or might be amen- 
ded and remedied by any Statute of Jeofailes, if the Proceedings 


had been in Latin, all ſuch Errors and Miſtakes of the ſame and. 


like Nature, when the Forms are in Engliſh, ſhall be deemed, and 
are hereby declared, to be amended and remedied by the Statutes 
now in Force for the Amendment of any Jeofailes. And this 
Clanſe ſhall be taken and conſtrued in all Courts of Juſtice in the 
moſt ample and beneficial Manner, for the Eaſe and Benefit of 
Parties, to prevent frivolous and vexatious Delays. 
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